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The Old Town Hall (left) is the home 

of the Surry Historical Society,     

1217 Route 172 in Surry village. 

The Surry Historical Society (SHS) was founded thirty-five 

years ago in 1982. It is dedicated to preserving the history and 

artifacts of Surry, Maine for future generations.  

Each year in June, July, August, and September, on the third 

Monday of each of those months at 7:00 p.m., we open the Old 

Town Hall to the public for presentations and talks focused on 

local history. Everybody is welcome. 

To become a member of the SHS, send your name, mailing 

address, phone number and email address along with $5.00 in 

annual dues ($2.00 for full time students) to:  Surry Historical 

Society, P.O. Box 17, Surry, ME 04684. Members receive our 

annual newsletter with articles of interest and a schedule of 

upcoming events. For further information:                                                             

Email: president@surryhistoricalsociety.com                    

Phone: 207-667-4877 

 

–
 

A Commemorative Booklet 

 

This publication is dedicated to the men and women of 

the Surry Fire Department. Since it was founded in 

1947, members of the department have provided rescue, 

protection, and help to several generations of Surry’s 

residents. To show our appreciation and to help 

popularize the department’s history, the Surry Historical 

Society compiled this booklet in the summer of 2017. 

mailto:president@surryhistoricalsociety.com
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A Brief History of the           

Surry Fire Department 

(FROM A ROUGH DRAFT BY FIREMAN BOB SMALL, C. 2010) 
 

During the 1940s Surry was very involved in Civil Defense 

activities. 

Fire Patrol became a major effort and the town purchased a 

portable pump and 200 feet of 1.5 inch hose in 1946. The pump 

was mounted on a trailer along with the hose and was housed in 

the shed behind the Old Town Hall. 

In 1945 the town raised $1,000 for a permanent memorial to the 

service men and women. However, unable to agree on what the 

memorial would look like, the money remained in a fund.  

On March 12, 1947 the Surry Volunteer Fire Department was 

officially organized. The Selectmen elected a Secretary, Chief, 

and an Assistant Chief.  

Logs for a new fire house were donated and the firemen built the 

first fire house on borrowed land next to the old school house. 

The trailer, pump, and hose were towed to the 1947 Bar Harbor 

fire. They may have got too close as the hose was burned up in the 

fire. 

The first truck was purchased: a 1930 one-and-a-half-ton Chevy 

with no cab. They also purchased a used trailer and a 300 gal. 

water tank. Total investment: $350. 

In 1949 the first “real” fire truck was purchased from the Brewer 

Fire Dept. for $900, a used 1937 Chevy. Money from the 

veterans’ fund was used to buy the truck. (See photo above right.) 

In 1950, fire equipment ownership was turned over to the Fire 

Department. This allowed the Town to receive reimbursement 

from the state for forest fires.  

 In April 2016 Surry voters granted permission to the Old Surry 

Village School Preservation Group to rehabilitate and preserve the 

town-owned Old Village School to make it once more available for 

use by the community. Currently (in the summer of 2017) the 

restoration project is well under way (above). 
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In 1952 the Fire Department budget was $500. The Chief’s salary 

was set at $300. Volunteer firefighters were paid seventy-five 

cents an hour for building and chimney fires. 

In 1953 the old school house was turned over to the fire depart-

ment. The first order of business was to build sleeping quarters for 

the Chief. Someone had to keep the fires burning all night, to keep 

the water tank from freezing and to keep the Chief warm. 

In 1961 the department constructed another tanker from one used 

1958 Chevy chassis, one used pump, and one used 1,200 gal. fuel 

oil tank. The installation and welding was done by local talent. 

The resulting truck was best for local use only, as it probably 

would not satisfy current tanker requirements. Rumor had it, if 

you wanted to drive south to Blue Hill, you first had to drive two 

miles north towards Ellsworth, make a U-turn, and accelerate at 

max speed to top the hill going out of town. Driving the truck in a 

straight line was not an option. 

In 1979 the department went to a house fire on the Toddy Pond 

Road. The temperature was minus 17 degrees and the truck, pump 

and tank froze up; the house burned down. 

In 1986, the department moved to a new fire station on the North 

Bend Road. The trucks there are newer. The firemen are older.  

In 1953 Surry’s 

old village 

elementary 

school was 

closed and the 

building was 

turned over to 

the fire 

department, 

which renovated 

the structure to 

make it suitable 

for use as a fire 

station (left).     

In 1986 the 

department 

moved to the 

new municipal 

building on the 

North Bend 

Road (below). 
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The First Volunteers 

 

At the founding meeting of the Surry Volunteer Fire Department 

on March 12, 1947, the minutes were taken by a teenaged Wilbur 

Saunders. Alton Carter, the chairman of the Selectmen, called the 

meeting to order. The following officers were elected: Harold 

Hulse - Secretary; Luther Carter - Chief; Forest Carter - Asst. 

Chief; Richard McGraw - Captain; Alton Carter - Treasurer.                     

The attendance list is shown below. 

 

 

 

 
 

Robert Anderson 

Al Black 

Ward Butler 

Alton Candage 

Robert Carlisle 

Alton Carter 

Cecil Carter 

Forest Carter 

Luther Carter 

Howard Clark 

Ralph Curtis 

Justin Frost 

Albert Gaspar 

Ronald Gaspar 

Emery Grindle 

Bert Hill 

Frank Hill 

 

 

 

 

Harold Hulse 

Edgar Ingalls 

Malcolm Jellison 

Richard McGraw 

Donas Roberts 

Edward Saunders 

Ellis Saunders 

Harvey Saunders 

Jay Saunders 

Oscar Saunders 

Wilbur Saunders 

Lawrence Smith 

Lew Smith 

Harold (Red) Stevens 

Russell Stevens 

Lloyd Torrey 

Otto Trundy 

Everett Young 

 

 

 

 

from The Weekly Packet, January 14, 1993 

 

TRUCK CHECK—Standing in front of the town’s new 

1,250-gallon tanker truck, Surry Fire Chief Bill Mulhern 

(front right) presents a check for $6,000 to Surry 

Selectman Wilbur Saunders at a fire department open 

house Sunday, urged on by Selectman Tom Stevens (far 

left), Selectman Steve Bemiss, and Administrative 

Assistant Jon Thomas. The $6,000 was earned through 

fire department fundraisers to help with the down payment 

on the $97,000 truck, which will be used for shuttling 

water at Surry fires and mutual aid fires in other towns. 

The 1993 chassis came from Caldwell Diesel in Ellsworth, 

and MetalFab of Centerville, NB, rigged it for firefighting. 

Photo by Ellen Booraem. 
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Surry Fire Department: 

Origin and Growth   

BY WILBUR SAUNDERS, MAY 2, 2011 
 

In late 1995 the Surry Historical Society developed a report on the 

Surry Fire Department. From this report I will draw information to 

show how the department has grown from nothing to a very 

professional department, working very hard to help protect us, our 

property and citizens, as well as being able to aid other towns 

when needed. 

During World War 2, 1941–1945, the Civil Defense personnel of 

Surry served as a start for fire protection for the town, doing 

mostly fire patrol drills, which was a part of the civil defense 

system. This carried on until 1946 when the town voted to buy a 

fire pump and a hose. Many people volunteered to use this 

equipment. 

The actual date of the start of an organized department was March 

12, 1947, when Alton Carter, chairman of the selectmen, called a 

meeting to order at the Old Town Hall and the following officers 

were elected: Secretary, Harold Hulse; Chief, Luther Carter; 

Assistant Chief, Forest Carter. 

In October 1947 they bought a 1930 one-and-a-half-ton truck 

(with no cab) for $75. This became the first truck for the 

Department. The town voted to transfer the ownership of the 

pumps and hose to the department. In 1949 they bought a 1937 

Chevrolet Fire Truck from the city of Brewer for $900. This was 

our first real fire truck. The company was very proud of this 

purchase. 

In 1951 they moved the siren from Willard Kane’s store to Forest 

Carter’s store. This was used for department signals or air raids. 

 

from The Weekly Packet, July 2, 1987 

 

NEW AND OLD—Waiting for their new firetruck to be 

delivered later this summer, members of the Surry Fire 

Department gather beside the recently refurbished old 

one. Also new this year are 15 new firefighters, who bring 

the roster to 38. From left to right—representing both new 

and continuing members—are Assistant Chief Fred Allen, 

Chief Bill Mulhern, Lt. Bruce Allen, Firefighter I graduates 

Timothy Sprague (above) and Russell Smith, air pack-

trained Barry Curtis, and “firelady” June Curtis.          

Photo by Ellen Booraem. 
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In 1953 the town turned over the old school house to the 

department, which acquired a lot more equipment during the 

1950s. To help defray some of the costs for this, the department 

had beano, dances and dinners.  

In 1961 again the siren was moved from Forest Carter’s store to 

the belfry of the old school house. They purchased a 1958 Chevy 

truck. They had Wilbur and Jay Saunders install a tank and pump 

on that truck. The department worked hard on training but had lost 

some of its direction during the 1960s until in 1974 they bought a 

new GMC and had a tank installed. This purchase was a bonding 

factor for the department, with the town as a whole pleased with 

the overall efforts of the personnel. 

A house fire at Roland Taylor’s (5 miles out on the Toddy Pond 

Road) in the winter of 1979 with temperatures 17 degrees below 

zero saw our tanker and pump freeze and destroy the truck’s 

usefulness as a fire truck. Again the town and department came 

together to acquire another truck and tank. 

In 1986 the town acquired a new International pump truck and 

moved to the new fire station. The department and town have 

acquired much more new equipment since then and hold regular 

training meetings. They are now fully equipped and are able to 

assist other towns in response to their fires. 

The 1990s and 2000s have seen the growth of a really professional 

type of operation. Over the years the town has shown support and 

pride in our department. This is a brief history of the department 

and tonight we wish not only to thank them, but also present the 

SCIA Community Award for their time and efforts for our town. 

Thank you.  

 

NOTE: Wilbur Saunders gave the above talk at the Surry 

Community Improvement Association awards dinner in 2011. 

 

 

 
 

from The Weekly Packet, January 10, 1963 

 

SURRY HAS added another fire truck to its department, 

the result of a year’s fund-raising activity. Posing with the 

trucks are secretary Red Stevens (left) and Chief Luther 

Carter. The truck, purchased from Freeport, has a 500-

gallon midship pump. It carries 2,500 feet of hose. The 

$4,500 for the truck was raised entirely by voluntary 

contributions. — Packet photo. 
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from The Ellsworth American, January 17, 1963 

Fireman’s Auxiliary Elects Officers 

The Women’s Auxiliary of the Surry Fire Dept. held its annual 

election of officers last week. Naming Mrs. Russell Stevens, 

president; Mrs. Arthur Alline, vice president; Mrs. Charles 

McGraw, secretary; and Edgar Ingalls, treasurer. 

Mrs. Carl Engstrom and Mrs. McGraw were appointed to serve 

refreshments with firemen, Luther Carter and Harold Stevens on 

the refreshment committee for the following two weeks at game 

night.  

Following the meeting there was a penny auction, and 

refreshments were served by Mrs. Russell Stevens and Mrs. 

Marguerite Jellison.  

 

Dorothy Stevens Marguerite Jellison 

Surry’s first fire truck, parked in front of the Old Town Hall (above). 

Notice on the side of the truck the letters “SVFD” which stand for 

Surry Volunteer Fire Department, followed by the date “3.12.47.”    

The man at the front of the fire truck is Fire Chief Luther Carter. 

Surry’s first fire house was located next to the old school house on 

the Toddy Pond Road on the banks of Meadow Stream. Firemen cut 

logs on Ellis Saunders’ land and hauled them to Harvey Saunders’ 

saw mill on Jay Saunders’ truck. The fire department then used the 

lumber to hold a “building bee.” All materials and labor were donated.  
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In 1983 teacher Susan Guilford’s fourth and fifth grade students 

at Surry’s Claude L. Bonsey School wrote and produced a 

booklet entitled Surry and Its People. The fire department is the 

topic of three of the stories, which are reprinted below. 

The Surry Fire Department 

BY AMY MERRITT 
 

Surry has a volunteer fire department. It has a building and lots of 

equipment. The volunteers have meetings every other Monday. 

There are not very many fires in Surry but firefighting sounds 

interesting.  

The building was built around 1918.* The color of the building is 

red and white. The upstairs is used for meetings and downstairs is 

used to store the equipment. Before it turned into a firehouse, the 

building was a school. 

The fire department has two fire trucks. The equipment the 

volunteers use are holding tanks used for forest fires or grass fires, 

hoses and ladders, and chemical fire extinguishers used for 

chimney fires. 

At meetings the firemen have a report of the previous meeting. 

Then they discuss any unfinished business. Then they discuss the 

financial report. Last of all, they take nominations for membership 

and collect dues. 

When there is a fire, a loud alarm goes off at the firehouse. But 

once in a while the store alarm goes off. The volunteers go to the 

station and ride to the fire in their own cars unless they are at the 

station already. 

* Note: The old Surry Village School was actually built in 1872. It 

was discontinued as a school in 1953 and used as a firehouse until 

1986. Today in 2017, it is undergoing an historic renovation to 

restore it to its original schoolhouse appearance. 

 from The Ellsworth American, March 29, 1950 

Surry Firemen Break All Records For Promptness 

Surry Volunteer Fire Department broke all records for promptness 

Monday morning when driver Roger Kane arrived at a fire on the 

Toddy Pond Road six minutes from the time the alarm sounded. 

The fire burned a hole through the roof of Marshall Cunningham’s 

house, causing damage estimated at $200 by Fire Chief Luther 

Carter. The blaze was believed to have started when sparks from 

the chimney fell on the wooden-shingled roof. Cunningham’s 

eldest girl heard a noise on the roof, but her father first thought the 

birds were building a nest there. He discovered the blaze a short 

time later when he went to the well for water.  

 

from The Weekly Packet, March 5, 1962 

Carter reelected chief of Surry Department 

Luther Carter was reelected Chief of the Surry Fire Dept. at the 

annual meeting last week. Other officers elected were Kendall 

Allen, assistant chief; Harold Stevens, secretary; Daniel McGraw, 

treasurer. Russell Stevens was appointed to the finance 

committee, Jay Saunders was appointed captain, and Charles 

Fowler lieutenant.  
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When not driving a fire truck, Chief Carter could be 

seen around town in one of his private vehicles, in 

which he took great pride. 
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from The Ellsworth American, Dec. 21, 1949 

Benefit Entertainment By Surry Fire Dept. 

Wednesday evening, Dec. 14, the Surry Volunteer Fire 

Department sponsored a successful entertainment for the purpose 

of raising funds. It was well attended in spite of the numerous 

other gatherings planned for the date in the vicinity.  

The program included various acts by local talent, refreshments 

featuring scallop stew and finally dancing. Participating in the 

variety acts were: Ian Cunningham playing his accordion in solo 

and accompanying; Colby Buzzell singing “Away in a Manger” 

and “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer;” Geraldine Carter singing 

“White Christmas” and “Everywhere You Go;” Mrs. Helen 

McGraw doing a reading and pantomime 

entitled “Miss Hawkins Goes to the City;” a 

trio comprised of Beatrice Gibbons playing 

the guitar and singing “Big Bouquet of 

Roses” with Priscilla Torrey and Geraldine 

Carter; Jane McGraw (pictured at right) 

singing “Old Fashioned Walk” and “Maybe 

It’s Because;” Beatrice Gibbons with her 

guitar and accompanied by Mr. Cunningham 

singing “Irish Lullaby;” and Mr. Cunningham playing and singing 

his own compositions as well as popular favorites in which 

everyone joined.  

The Surry Volunteer Fire Department plans to have another of 

these programs sometime in mid-winter. It has already scheduled 

a New Year’s Eve party of square dancing. To make the season 

more enjoyable for everyone it wishes to remind them to exercise 

extreme care in the use of lighted decorations, electrical or 

otherwise.  

 

  

At the fire they work together in different ways to put out the fire 

quickly. They try their hardest to save people’s lives and homes. If 

it’s a house fire, first the firemen make sure everyone is out. Then 

they roll out the hose and connect it to pumps on the trucks. They 

make sure power is cut in the house. They proceed to put out the 

fire. After the fire is out, they make sure it is out completely and 

conditions are safe. That night or the next day, someone goes back 

to check and determine the cause of the fire. 

Today the fire department is running smoothly. More and more 

people are joining as volunteers. The people of Surry are proud of 

the fire department and the volunteers.  

The Firehouse 

BY CORINNA BLAIR 
 

The firemen are very responsible and take good care of Surry. The 

Firehouse is at the end of the Toddy Pond Road. The firemen 

rescue people and put out fires. The wives of the firemen formed 

an auxiliary. The Fire Department has lots of equipment. The 

firemen and the auxiliary both have meetings. 

Surry firefighters (left to right): Wayne Moon, Hubie Graham, Billy 

Mulhern and Jimmy Anderson. 
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When the bell rings in the Fire Department all of the firemen get 

notified and rush to put the fire out. Roland McAlpine is the fire 

chief, Dan McGraw is the treasurer, and Red Stevens is the 

secretary.  

The auxiliary plans suppers, has 

rummage sales, raffles and bake 

sales. They do this to make money 

for the Fire Department to buy 

supplies. 

The Fire Department has lots of 

equipment. They have a 1970 

International that is a 2,100 gallon 

pumper. They also have a 1975 

Chevrolet which is a 2,200 gallon 

pumper. They have 18 Indian tanks  

(see photo) which are used for grass and forest fires. The firemen 

also have two portable air packs; these are used to go into smoke 

filled buildings. The firemen also have one portable generator that 

helps Surry when the power goes out. They also have two portable 

water pumps used for pumping from wells, brooks and ponds.  

Some other equipment the firemen have are hats, coats, picks and 

radios. In 1982 the Fire Department with the help of the auxiliary 

bought a 2,100 gallon portable dumping tank which will increase 

the supply of water available to fight a fire. The Fire Department 

uses this equipment to save people and to fight fires. 

The Fire Department and the auxiliary both have meetings. At 

each of the meetings the firemen and the auxiliary members plan, 

talk about old business and new business. They have the 

secretary’s report and the treasurer’s report. 

A lot goes on at the Firehouse. In the future it will still stand in its 

exact place and the Fire Department will continue to serve Surry, 

keeping the town safe from fires.  

 

 

West Surry fire drill photos courtesy of Wilbur Saunders 
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Historic Newspaper Articles 

from The Ellsworth American, March 12, 1947 

Surry Group Held First Fire Drill 

The Surry Fire Department held a fire drill at the brook Sunday. 

Three hundred feet of hose were used. The siren was tried out. 

Signals will be: East Surry, No. 1; West Surry, No. 3; Morgan’s 

Bay, 4; North Bend, 5; Town and Blue Hill Road, 6; Newbury 

Neck, 1 long and 2 short; No School or Fire All-out, 2. 

The fire pump was tried out with the following results: with 300 

feet of hose, 85 lbs. pressure; with 2 hose of 150 feet each, 65 lbs. 

pressure; suction was about 6 feet high. This drill was approved 

by Alton Carter, Harry Torrey and Luther Carter.  

 

from The Ellsworth American, June 29, 1949 

West Surry 

The Surry Fire Dept. held a 

surprise fire drill Sunday at the 

home of Ellis Saunders at West 

Surry. From the time Chief Carter 

gave the alarm at the village and 

the run of almost five miles, they 

had the hose out and the water 

playing on the barn in 8 minutes. 

Quite good for this volunteer 

company, for as I mentioned 

before, it was a surprise test to 

most of the members and they had 

to gather at the fire house and get 

out the truck in this time. It was 

their second drill since getting their 

new fire truck.  

 

The Firehouse 

BY APRIL BURKE 

 
The firehouse is important to Surry because the firemen put out 

fires. The firehouse is a very old building. The building is red and 

white. It’s sort of big. The firehouse is on the Toddy Pond Road. 

The firehouse has effective equipment. The calls are reported to 

the Surry General Store. The firehouse does not get many calls a 

year. 

The firehouse has two firetrucks and two Scott air packs which are 

for going into smoke filled buildings. They have portable water 

pumps, hoses, ladders, and accessories. 

When there is a fire during the day, people report the fire to the 

Surry General Store. When the store closes people may call the 

fire chief or other members of the firehouse. 

The firehouse gets about three calls a month and about 35 calls a 

year. During 1982 the Surry Volunteer Fire Department responded 

to three car fires and 

seven chimney fires. 

In the future I think that 

the firehouse might fall 

down but probably the 

firemen will repair it. If 

the firehouse burns the 

firemen would probably 

put the fire out. It might 

catch on fire because 

lots of people smoke 

cigarettes and they 

might drop one.  
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Fire Chiefs of Surry 

 

1947–1970 Luther Carter 

1971–1974 Carl “Gus” Engstrom 

1975–1977 Charles  McGraw 

1978–1982 James Anderson 

1983–1985 Roland McAlpine 

1986–1997 William  Mulhern 

1998–1999 Dan Sullivan 

2000–2001 Corey Esposito 

2002  Gene Pellerano 

2003  Corey Esposito 

2004–2005 Jeff Grantham 

2006–2007 John Kurtz 

2008–2010 Jeff Grantham 

2011–2013 Michael Locke 

2014–2017 Richard Black 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capsized 

 

Sometimes, the rescuer needs a rescue. Such was the case on April 

20, 1966 in Surry. In responding to a grass fire at the home of Dr. 

Horace Gould on the Newbury Neck Road, a fire truck driven by 

Carl “Gus” Engstrom overturned not far out of the village. Two   

of the town’s other fire trucks made it to Dr. Gould’s without 

incident and succeeded in squelching the blaze.  

Engstrom was taken to the hospital in Ellsworth for an exam-

ination. The fire truck was put back on the road by a wrecker 

summoned from Blue Hill.  

Luther “Nick” Carter 
Surry’s first Fire Chief 
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Engstrom was taken to the hospital in Ellsworth for an exam-

ination. The fire truck was put back on the road by a wrecker 

summoned from Blue Hill.  

Luther “Nick” Carter 
Surry’s first Fire Chief 
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Historic Newspaper Articles 

from The Ellsworth American, March 12, 1947 

Surry Group Held First Fire Drill 

The Surry Fire Department held a fire drill at the brook Sunday. 

Three hundred feet of hose were used. The siren was tried out. 

Signals will be: East Surry, No. 1; West Surry, No. 3; Morgan’s 

Bay, 4; North Bend, 5; Town and Blue Hill Road, 6; Newbury 

Neck, 1 long and 2 short; No School or Fire All-out, 2. 

The fire pump was tried out with the following results: with 300 

feet of hose, 85 lbs. pressure; with 2 hose of 150 feet each, 65 lbs. 

pressure; suction was about 6 feet high. This drill was approved 

by Alton Carter, Harry Torrey and Luther Carter.  

 

from The Ellsworth American, June 29, 1949 

West Surry 

The Surry Fire Dept. held a 

surprise fire drill Sunday at the 

home of Ellis Saunders at West 

Surry. From the time Chief Carter 

gave the alarm at the village and 

the run of almost five miles, they 

had the hose out and the water 

playing on the barn in 8 minutes. 

Quite good for this volunteer 

company, for as I mentioned 

before, it was a surprise test to 

most of the members and they had 

to gather at the fire house and get 

out the truck in this time. It was 

their second drill since getting their 

new fire truck.  
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When the bell rings in the Fire Department all of the firemen get 

notified and rush to put the fire out. Roland McAlpine is the fire 

chief, Dan McGraw is the treasurer, and Red Stevens is the 

secretary.  

The auxiliary plans suppers, has 

rummage sales, raffles and bake 

sales. They do this to make money 

for the Fire Department to buy 

supplies. 

The Fire Department has lots of 

equipment. They have a 1970 

International that is a 2,100 gallon 

pumper. They also have a 1975 

Chevrolet which is a 2,200 gallon 

pumper. They have 18 Indian tanks  

(see photo) which are used for grass and forest fires. The firemen 

also have two portable air packs; these are used to go into smoke 

filled buildings. The firemen also have one portable generator that 

helps Surry when the power goes out. They also have two portable 

water pumps used for pumping from wells, brooks and ponds.  

Some other equipment the firemen have are hats, coats, picks and 

radios. In 1982 the Fire Department with the help of the auxiliary 

bought a 2,100 gallon portable dumping tank which will increase 

the supply of water available to fight a fire. The Fire Department 

uses this equipment to save people and to fight fires. 

The Fire Department and the auxiliary both have meetings. At 

each of the meetings the firemen and the auxiliary members plan, 

talk about old business and new business. They have the 

secretary’s report and the treasurer’s report. 

A lot goes on at the Firehouse. In the future it will still stand in its 

exact place and the Fire Department will continue to serve Surry, 

keeping the town safe from fires.  

 

 

West Surry fire drill photos courtesy of Wilbur Saunders 
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from The Ellsworth American, Dec. 21, 1949 

Benefit Entertainment By Surry Fire Dept. 

Wednesday evening, Dec. 14, the Surry Volunteer Fire 

Department sponsored a successful entertainment for the purpose 

of raising funds. It was well attended in spite of the numerous 

other gatherings planned for the date in the vicinity.  

The program included various acts by local talent, refreshments 

featuring scallop stew and finally dancing. Participating in the 

variety acts were: Ian Cunningham playing his accordion in solo 

and accompanying; Colby Buzzell singing “Away in a Manger” 

and “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer;” Geraldine Carter singing 

“White Christmas” and “Everywhere You Go;” Mrs. Helen 

McGraw doing a reading and pantomime 

entitled “Miss Hawkins Goes to the City;” a 

trio comprised of Beatrice Gibbons playing 

the guitar and singing “Big Bouquet of 

Roses” with Priscilla Torrey and Geraldine 

Carter; Jane McGraw (pictured at right) 

singing “Old Fashioned Walk” and “Maybe 

It’s Because;” Beatrice Gibbons with her 

guitar and accompanied by Mr. Cunningham 

singing “Irish Lullaby;” and Mr. Cunningham playing and singing 

his own compositions as well as popular favorites in which 

everyone joined.  

The Surry Volunteer Fire Department plans to have another of 

these programs sometime in mid-winter. It has already scheduled 

a New Year’s Eve party of square dancing. To make the season 

more enjoyable for everyone it wishes to remind them to exercise 

extreme care in the use of lighted decorations, electrical or 

otherwise.  

 

  

At the fire they work together in different ways to put out the fire 

quickly. They try their hardest to save people’s lives and homes. If 

it’s a house fire, first the firemen make sure everyone is out. Then 

they roll out the hose and connect it to pumps on the trucks. They 

make sure power is cut in the house. They proceed to put out the 

fire. After the fire is out, they make sure it is out completely and 

conditions are safe. That night or the next day, someone goes back 

to check and determine the cause of the fire. 

Today the fire department is running smoothly. More and more 

people are joining as volunteers. The people of Surry are proud of 

the fire department and the volunteers.  

The Firehouse 

BY CORINNA BLAIR 
 

The firemen are very responsible and take good care of Surry. The 

Firehouse is at the end of the Toddy Pond Road. The firemen 

rescue people and put out fires. The wives of the firemen formed 

an auxiliary. The Fire Department has lots of equipment. The 

firemen and the auxiliary both have meetings. 

Surry firefighters (left to right): Wayne Moon, Hubie Graham, Billy 

Mulhern and Jimmy Anderson. 
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In 1983 teacher Susan Guilford’s fourth and fifth grade students 

at Surry’s Claude L. Bonsey School wrote and produced a 

booklet entitled Surry and Its People. The fire department is the 

topic of three of the stories, which are reprinted below. 

The Surry Fire Department 

BY AMY MERRITT 
 

Surry has a volunteer fire department. It has a building and lots of 

equipment. The volunteers have meetings every other Monday. 

There are not very many fires in Surry but firefighting sounds 

interesting.  

The building was built around 1918.* The color of the building is 

red and white. The upstairs is used for meetings and downstairs is 

used to store the equipment. Before it turned into a firehouse, the 

building was a school. 

The fire department has two fire trucks. The equipment the 

volunteers use are holding tanks used for forest fires or grass fires, 

hoses and ladders, and chemical fire extinguishers used for 

chimney fires. 

At meetings the firemen have a report of the previous meeting. 

Then they discuss any unfinished business. Then they discuss the 

financial report. Last of all, they take nominations for membership 

and collect dues. 

When there is a fire, a loud alarm goes off at the firehouse. But 

once in a while the store alarm goes off. The volunteers go to the 

station and ride to the fire in their own cars unless they are at the 

station already. 

* Note: The old Surry Village School was actually built in 1872. It 

was discontinued as a school in 1953 and used as a firehouse until 

1986. Today in 2017, it is undergoing an historic renovation to 

restore it to its original schoolhouse appearance. 

 from The Ellsworth American, March 29, 1950 

Surry Firemen Break All Records For Promptness 

Surry Volunteer Fire Department broke all records for promptness 

Monday morning when driver Roger Kane arrived at a fire on the 

Toddy Pond Road six minutes from the time the alarm sounded. 

The fire burned a hole through the roof of Marshall Cunningham’s 

house, causing damage estimated at $200 by Fire Chief Luther 

Carter. The blaze was believed to have started when sparks from 

the chimney fell on the wooden-shingled roof. Cunningham’s 

eldest girl heard a noise on the roof, but her father first thought the 

birds were building a nest there. He discovered the blaze a short 

time later when he went to the well for water.  

 

from The Weekly Packet, March 5, 1962 

Carter reelected chief of Surry Department 

Luther Carter was reelected Chief of the Surry Fire Dept. at the 

annual meeting last week. Other officers elected were Kendall 

Allen, assistant chief; Harold Stevens, secretary; Daniel McGraw, 

treasurer. Russell Stevens was appointed to the finance 

committee, Jay Saunders was appointed captain, and Charles 

Fowler lieutenant.  
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When not driving a fire truck, Chief Carter could be 

seen around town in one of his private vehicles, in 

which he took great pride. 
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from The Ellsworth American, January 17, 1963 

Fireman’s Auxiliary Elects Officers 

The Women’s Auxiliary of the Surry Fire Dept. held its annual 

election of officers last week. Naming Mrs. Russell Stevens, 

president; Mrs. Arthur Alline, vice president; Mrs. Charles 

McGraw, secretary; and Edgar Ingalls, treasurer. 

Mrs. Carl Engstrom and Mrs. McGraw were appointed to serve 

refreshments with firemen, Luther Carter and Harold Stevens on 

the refreshment committee for the following two weeks at game 

night.  

Following the meeting there was a penny auction, and 

refreshments were served by Mrs. Russell Stevens and Mrs. 

Marguerite Jellison.  

 

Dorothy Stevens Marguerite Jellison 

Surry’s first fire truck, parked in front of the Old Town Hall (above). 

Notice on the side of the truck the letters “SVFD” which stand for 

Surry Volunteer Fire Department, followed by the date “3.12.47.”    

The man at the front of the fire truck is Fire Chief Luther Carter. 

Surry’s first fire house was located next to the old school house on 

the Toddy Pond Road on the banks of Meadow Stream. Firemen cut 

logs on Ellis Saunders’ land and hauled them to Harvey Saunders’ 

saw mill on Jay Saunders’ truck. The fire department then used the 

lumber to hold a “building bee.” All materials and labor were donated.  



24    SURRY: The Survivors of Schoolhouse Bridge                                                                                                                           SURRY: The Survivors of Schoolhouse Bridge    25 

X 

X 

6    70th ANNIVERSARY - SURRY FIRE DEPARTMENT                                                                                                                                    70th ANNIVERSARY - SURRY FIRE DEPARTMENT    19 
 

X 

In 1953 the town turned over the old school house to the 

department, which acquired a lot more equipment during the 

1950s. To help defray some of the costs for this, the department 

had beano, dances and dinners.  

In 1961 again the siren was moved from Forest Carter’s store to 

the belfry of the old school house. They purchased a 1958 Chevy 

truck. They had Wilbur and Jay Saunders install a tank and pump 

on that truck. The department worked hard on training but had lost 

some of its direction during the 1960s until in 1974 they bought a 

new GMC and had a tank installed. This purchase was a bonding 

factor for the department, with the town as a whole pleased with 

the overall efforts of the personnel. 

A house fire at Roland Taylor’s (5 miles out on the Toddy Pond 

Road) in the winter of 1979 with temperatures 17 degrees below 

zero saw our tanker and pump freeze and destroy the truck’s 

usefulness as a fire truck. Again the town and department came 

together to acquire another truck and tank. 

In 1986 the town acquired a new International pump truck and 

moved to the new fire station. The department and town have 

acquired much more new equipment since then and hold regular 

training meetings. They are now fully equipped and are able to 

assist other towns in response to their fires. 

The 1990s and 2000s have seen the growth of a really professional 

type of operation. Over the years the town has shown support and 

pride in our department. This is a brief history of the department 

and tonight we wish not only to thank them, but also present the 

SCIA Community Award for their time and efforts for our town. 

Thank you.  

 

NOTE: Wilbur Saunders gave the above talk at the Surry 

Community Improvement Association awards dinner in 2011. 

 

 

 
 

from The Weekly Packet, January 10, 1963 

 

SURRY HAS added another fire truck to its department, 

the result of a year’s fund-raising activity. Posing with the 

trucks are secretary Red Stevens (left) and Chief Luther 

Carter. The truck, purchased from Freeport, has a 500-

gallon midship pump. It carries 2,500 feet of hose. The 

$4,500 for the truck was raised entirely by voluntary 

contributions. — Packet photo. 
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Surry Fire Department: 

Origin and Growth   

BY WILBUR SAUNDERS, MAY 2, 2011 
 

In late 1995 the Surry Historical Society developed a report on the 

Surry Fire Department. From this report I will draw information to 

show how the department has grown from nothing to a very 

professional department, working very hard to help protect us, our 

property and citizens, as well as being able to aid other towns 

when needed. 

During World War 2, 1941–1945, the Civil Defense personnel of 

Surry served as a start for fire protection for the town, doing 

mostly fire patrol drills, which was a part of the civil defense 

system. This carried on until 1946 when the town voted to buy a 

fire pump and a hose. Many people volunteered to use this 

equipment. 

The actual date of the start of an organized department was March 

12, 1947, when Alton Carter, chairman of the selectmen, called a 

meeting to order at the Old Town Hall and the following officers 

were elected: Secretary, Harold Hulse; Chief, Luther Carter; 

Assistant Chief, Forest Carter. 

In October 1947 they bought a 1930 one-and-a-half-ton truck 

(with no cab) for $75. This became the first truck for the 

Department. The town voted to transfer the ownership of the 

pumps and hose to the department. In 1949 they bought a 1937 

Chevrolet Fire Truck from the city of Brewer for $900. This was 

our first real fire truck. The company was very proud of this 

purchase. 

In 1951 they moved the siren from Willard Kane’s store to Forest 

Carter’s store. This was used for department signals or air raids. 

 

from The Weekly Packet, July 2, 1987 

 

NEW AND OLD—Waiting for their new firetruck to be 

delivered later this summer, members of the Surry Fire 

Department gather beside the recently refurbished old 

one. Also new this year are 15 new firefighters, who bring 

the roster to 38. From left to right—representing both new 

and continuing members—are Assistant Chief Fred Allen, 

Chief Bill Mulhern, Lt. Bruce Allen, Firefighter I graduates 

Timothy Sprague (above) and Russell Smith, air pack-

trained Barry Curtis, and “firelady” June Curtis.          

Photo by Ellen Booraem. 
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The First Volunteers 

 

At the founding meeting of the Surry Volunteer Fire Department 

on March 12, 1947, the minutes were taken by a teenaged Wilbur 

Saunders. Alton Carter, the chairman of the Selectmen, called the 

meeting to order. The following officers were elected: Harold 

Hulse - Secretary; Luther Carter - Chief; Forest Carter - Asst. 

Chief; Richard McGraw - Captain; Alton Carter - Treasurer.                     

The attendance list is shown below. 

 

 

 

 
 

Robert Anderson 

Al Black 

Ward Butler 

Alton Candage 

Robert Carlisle 

Alton Carter 

Cecil Carter 

Forest Carter 

Luther Carter 

Howard Clark 

Ralph Curtis 

Justin Frost 

Albert Gaspar 

Ronald Gaspar 

Emery Grindle 

Bert Hill 

Frank Hill 

 

 

 

 

Harold Hulse 

Edgar Ingalls 

Malcolm Jellison 

Richard McGraw 

Donas Roberts 

Edward Saunders 

Ellis Saunders 

Harvey Saunders 

Jay Saunders 

Oscar Saunders 

Wilbur Saunders 

Lawrence Smith 

Lew Smith 

Harold (Red) Stevens 

Russell Stevens 

Lloyd Torrey 

Otto Trundy 

Everett Young 

 

 

 

 

from The Weekly Packet, January 14, 1993 

 

TRUCK CHECK—Standing in front of the town’s new 

1,250-gallon tanker truck, Surry Fire Chief Bill Mulhern 

(front right) presents a check for $6,000 to Surry 

Selectman Wilbur Saunders at a fire department open 

house Sunday, urged on by Selectman Tom Stevens (far 

left), Selectman Steve Bemiss, and Administrative 

Assistant Jon Thomas. The $6,000 was earned through 

fire department fundraisers to help with the down payment 

on the $97,000 truck, which will be used for shuttling 

water at Surry fires and mutual aid fires in other towns. 

The 1993 chassis came from Caldwell Diesel in Ellsworth, 

and MetalFab of Centerville, NB, rigged it for firefighting. 

Photo by Ellen Booraem. 
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In 1952 the Fire Department budget was $500. The Chief’s salary 

was set at $300. Volunteer firefighters were paid seventy-five 

cents an hour for building and chimney fires. 

In 1953 the old school house was turned over to the fire depart-

ment. The first order of business was to build sleeping quarters for 

the Chief. Someone had to keep the fires burning all night, to keep 

the water tank from freezing and to keep the Chief warm. 

In 1961 the department constructed another tanker from one used 

1958 Chevy chassis, one used pump, and one used 1,200 gal. fuel 

oil tank. The installation and welding was done by local talent. 

The resulting truck was best for local use only, as it probably 

would not satisfy current tanker requirements. Rumor had it, if 

you wanted to drive south to Blue Hill, you first had to drive two 

miles north towards Ellsworth, make a U-turn, and accelerate at 

max speed to top the hill going out of town. Driving the truck in a 

straight line was not an option. 

In 1979 the department went to a house fire on the Toddy Pond 

Road. The temperature was minus 17 degrees and the truck, pump 

and tank froze up; the house burned down. 

In 1986, the department moved to a new fire station on the North 

Bend Road. The trucks there are newer. The firemen are older.  

In 1952 Surry’s 

old village 

elementary 

school was 

closed and the 

building was 

turned over to 

the fire 

department, 

which renovated 

the structure to 

make it suitable 

for use as a fire 

station (left).     

In 1986 the 

department 

moved to the 

new municipal 

building on the 

North Bend 

Road (below). 
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A Brief History of the           

Surry Fire Department 

(FROM A ROUGH DRAFT BY FIREMAN BOB SMALL, C. 2010) 
 

During the 1940s Surry was very involved in Civil Defense 

activities. 

Fire Patrol became a major effort and the town purchased a 

portable pump and 200 feet of 1.5 inch hose in 1946. The pump 

was mounted on a trailer along with the hose and was housed in 

the shed behind the Old Town Hall. 

In 1945 the town raised $1,000 for a permanent memorial to the 

service men and women. However, unable to agree on what the 

memorial would look like, the money remained in a fund.  

On March 12, 1947 the Surry Volunteer Fire Department was 

officially organized. The Selectmen elected a Secretary, Chief, 

and an Assistant Chief.  

Logs for a new fire house were donated and the firemen built the 

first fire house on borrowed land next to the old school house. 

The trailer, pump, and hose were towed to the 1947 Bar Harbor 

fire. They may have got too close as the hose was burned up in the 

fire. 

The first truck was purchased: a 1930 one-and-a-half-ton Chevy 

with no cab. They also purchased a used trailer and a 300 gal. 

water tank. Total investment: $350. 

In 1949 the first “real” fire truck was purchased from the Brewer 

Fire Dept. for $900, a used 1937 Chevy. Money from the 

veterans’ fund was used to buy the truck. (See photo above right.) 

In 1950, fire equipment ownership was turned over to the Fire 

Department. This allowed the Town to receive reimbursement 

from the state for forest fires.  

 In April 2016 Surry voters granted permission to the Old Surry 

Village School Preservation Group to rehabilitate and preserve the 

town-owned Old Village School to make it once more available for 

use by the community. Currently (in the summer of 2017) the 

restoration project is well under way (above). 
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The Old Town Hall (left) is the home 

of the Surry Historical Society,     

1217 Route 172 in Surry village. 

The Surry Historical Society (SHS) was founded thirty-five 

years ago in 1982. It is dedicated to preserving the history and 

artifacts of Surry, Maine for future generations.  

Each year in June, July, August, and September, on the third 

Monday of each of those months at 7:00 p.m., we open the Old 

Town Hall to the public for presentations and talks focused on 

local history. Everybody is welcome. 

To become a member of the SHS, send your name, mailing 

address, phone number and email address along with $5.00 in 

annual dues ($2.00 for full time students) to:  Surry Historical 

Society, P.O. Box 17, Surry, ME 04684. Members receive our 

annual newsletter with articles of interest and a schedule of 

upcoming events. For further information:                                                             

Email: president@surryhistoricalsociety.com                    

Phone: 207-667-4877 

 

–
 

A Commemorative Booklet 

 

This publication is dedicated to the men and women of 

the Surry Fire Department. Since it was founded in 

1947, members of the department have provided rescue, 

protection, and help to several generations of Surry’s 

residents. To show our appreciation and to help 

popularize the department’s history, the Surry Historical 

Society compiled this booklet in the summer of 2017. 

mailto:president@surryhistoricalsociety.com

